
	  

	  

January 5, 2015 
Full Moon Edition 

Ostrich Racing 

Back in the Bad Ol’ Days when the economy was thoroughly trashed by unregulated 
speculation in the markets and we had the “Great Depression” (which was later 
nearly repeated in totality as the regulations that fixed that problem were stripped 
away over a 40 yr process of “Free Market”) there was great strife all across the land.  

There were battles that raged between workers and bosses, many of which were 
bloody and with fatalities.  There were soup lines in every city and town, where the 
once prosperous farmers now doubly smacked around by bad banking economy and 
the Dust Bowl, along with former middle-class working men, lined up for a meal or to 
take a loaf of bread home.  

There were no jobs, there was no hope. There was everywhere, the ruins left by 
greed and corruption. There were sorrows and grief in the eyes of laborers trekking 
West in hopes of gaining work, leaving behind broken hopes and dreams, finding 
mostly more abuse and violence.  

The ‘relief’ from all of this, for the masses, was temporary at best. For those who 
could afford it or sneak into a theater, there was the movies, and matinees and 
between the movies or before the movies began, there were the ‘Newsreels’, which is 
how most at that time, gained any real news of what was going on in the world and 
around their own country.  

The newsreels did not show the lines of people seeking work, food, shelter. The 
newsreels did not show the barbaric, crude, crackdowns of police beating strikers 
bloody, nor of any strife whatsoever. Instead, they showed Ostrich Races. Little 
jockeys riding ostriches, their giant flightless wings flapping… the birds not really 
controllable, going this way and that… the people laughed.   

Other silly races were included: Little dogs being ridden by tiny monkeys, or other 
distractive ‘entertainment’, anything that would make people laugh, or scratch their 
heads at the stupidity of the activity, but nothing whatsoever that would show the 
people how bad the problem really was, and how abusive the police, the government 
and the corporations had become in their greed and mistreatment of workers.  
Anything to keep people from realizing the depth and scope of the poverty inflicted on 
the nation.  

People were only allowed to see that in their own journeys along the way. The 
masses were not informed and therefor they could not organize nor demand greater, 
more widespread accountability, laws or regulations. They could not organize, 
because they were not informed and they could not demand justice for their fellow 
citizens, and therefor more fair and just treatment for themselves.  
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They were given Ostrich Races, silliness, entertainment. The greater and worse 
issues, languished, became worse and lasted longer because the people could not 
see their common connection to one another and the common benefit to uniting 
against the economic tyranny that was upon them.  

Those who were suffering, who were flung into the ashes of poverty, were blamed for 
their own circumstances, as if the failures were theirs, and theirs alone. History 
shows it was not, but at the time, it was debated and the stage was set as the 
winners and the losers, with the winners must have done it right and the losers must 
have brought it upon themselves.  

Today, we still have ostrich races. We have more sports and entertainment than we 
have as ‘news’ or information. We are given the distractions of celebrity scandals, 
which in no way have any effect on our personal lives or well-being, but which take 
up air time, print and discussion, leaving no time for real discussions, real news on 
what has happened, and what is currently happening.  

Through this muddle of noise and clouds of sparkling glitter, there comes a drumbeat 
that signals not all is well in Indian Country. There comes a curiosity that reaches 
beyond the noise and glitter that seeks out to find what has gone wrong, and who is 
responsible.  People must be distracted, and the media, which is now owned by only 
a handful of corporations where once there were over a thousand, is very tightly 
controlled.  

For some reason, those corporations that bring you the ‘news’ in the form of 
entertainment, and cults of personality that have no basis in facts, but which are 
worshiped by virtue of their own self-promotion or competition with another 
personality, would love to be able to claim, when history reveals more, that they have 
covered ‘issues important to Indian Country’, but overall, they only seek to find 
distractions that will eat up the time, the ink and the discussions, that have nothing to 
do with what is really at the heart and core of what ails Indian Country, and what is 
most important to those Good People who dwell therein.  

This is where the ‘Racism’ is discussed, but in a sideways style that does nothing to 
change the lives of a single person in Indian Country. They discuss the names of 
college and NFL teams, and the debate rages as to whether or not the “Fighting 
Sioux” or “Redskins” should change to something else.  

Yes, they are racist. Yes they should change, but they are hardly the issue of 
institutional and systemic racism that plagues Indian Country, and which causes the 
grief and suffering that plagues the communities.   

They are the ‘acceptable’ topics for media to engage in without ever getting near the 
real poison, without revealing the real wounds, and without discussing the real issues 
and how to make substantive changes that will have a profound and far reaching 
effect on every person of Native Heritage, and especially in those communities where 
the suffering is the greatest, the poverty is the most grinding, and where the 
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consequences are the most harsh. Those consequences, the damage done in Indian 
Country, mind you, reach far beyond the invisible boundaries of the reservations.  

The real issues that ail Indian Country are the corruption and most severely, the 
corrupt Justice system that inflicts injustice, unfairness and which is revealed in the 
festers and boils we see as addiction, alcoholism, violence, rape, child rape, murders 
and suicides.  

These corruptions are not slick nor sly. They are obvious and they are known. But the 
Federal and the State governments protect the worst offenders, punish, threaten, 
harass and intimidate the victims, witnesses and whistle blowers who point it out.  

Address that. Fix that. Discuss that and you will find there is real change and real 
healing in Indian Country. You don’t need to throw millions more dollars into the toilet 
of corruption, you need to make accountability and Justice – real Justice, something 
that the tribes can count on.  They need to know that when they report the theft of 
funds, the rapes, rapes of children, murders, that there will be real investigations and 
real justice.  

Giving the tribal courts more authority and more power helps no one as the problem 
is with the incompetence of those appointed as judges, and the dependence of those 
judges on their Tribal Councilors as allies in order to keep their positions and their 
paychecks.  

Putting more money in without fixing the problem of corruption only makes the corrupt 
more powerful, and it only further disempowers the victims and it only costs us all, 
more and more, where it need not.  

There are serious issues with corruption and Injustice. There are serious problems 
with sexual assaults that go unpunished.  

Do you really think for one minute that people suffering under those yokes of abuse, 
corruption and worse, really give a flying crap about the name of a sports team?  Do 
you really think that is the single most important issue that they want addressed?  
But, to listen to ‘news’ which is more entertainment, you would think that solving that 
name of sports teams issue is the only thing they have to worry about in Indian 
Country.  

You’re being given Ostrich Races, and you think you’re being informed. Doesn’t that 
make you just a little angry? Or are you happy to see millions and billions of dollars 
go into Indian Country, never accounted for, and the violence, addiction, suicide and 
sexual predation of women & children, on and off the rez, go un-remedied, and 
assume that those who suffer because of it brought it on themselves? That no one 
higher than them, those who profit from the corruption and the injustice is held 
accountable, are you okay with that? And are you okay with not being informed about 
that?  They are wealthy and powerful because ‘they are winners’, right?  
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The Oil Boom is contaminating the land, the waters and creating horrific sexual 
abuse, more addiction, even murders, in those tiny boom towns, and in the 
neighboring reservations that are connected to it.  

Fort Berthold Reservation, where Tex G. Hall was chairman, is one of the clearest 
signs of how that corruption plays to those in power, while hurting everyone else. 
Read this Article from the New York Times.  

Tex Hall has never been investigated for any crime, despite the many he’s been 
rumored to have been involved in, and where his connections are multiple, strong 
and many. He has grown so arrogant that he bought himself a yacht. Not just any 
yacht, mind you, but a 96 ft. Luxury yacht, which sits up on Ft. Berthold, sticking out 
like the proverbial sore thumb, of Tex Hall thumbing his nose at the people, his 
people, and all of us, while his tribe lives in poverty, under abuse and corruption as 
blatant as any, more noticeable than most.  

It might interest you to know that Tex Hall is a very close and personal friend to 
Roger Yankton and his brothers. I am told that he has paid many of Roger Yankton’s 
legal fees when Roger was fighting the tribe to maintain his chairmanship, despite 
being legally petitioned out.  I am sure he is good friends with NLO at this time, as 
she and Roger differ only in reading skill levels, but not much else.  

Do you think Tex Hall could have gotten away with any of this without the complicity 
of State and Federal Agencies? Now, a little accountability might go a long way, 
doncha think? He is only one of more than a thousand of corrupt leaders, past and 
present, in Indian Country.  

Can you see it yet? Or are you still watching ostrich races and thinking you know 
what ails Indian Country.  

Flashback Splashback  

Years ago we discussed how Cory Ploem (spelling?) had gotten away with raping a 
child when he was a teacher, and she was his student. Somehow, through family 
connections to powerful people, and his family’s ‘good standing’ in the community, no 
charges were ever brought, despite her young age and the damage done to her. 

Many think that men raping young girls doesn’t have any lasting effect on those 
young girls. Especially if they have those young girls convinced that it is ‘love’… but 
the damage is everlasting and effects how they think of themselves, how they expect 
to be treated or mistreated.  It can set them ‘off’ in ways that may or may not show, 
and that is why it is against the law, and it is a violation of teacher/student 
boundaries.  

One of his victims, (I am sure there are more than one because he got away with the 
behavior even after it was known, so no consequences yields more and more serious 
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bad behaviors from predators who feel immune, or above the laws that govern 
others), the one I spoke of at the time, was named Rainy Hill.  

There was a fight at the Oberon Bar last week, between Rainy and Cory, and who 
knows what it was about, but that night, after the fight, in great distress, Rainy went 
home and hung herself.  

I’m sure he finds a way to say it was not his fault and that she was always crazy, and 
those who surround and protect him will back him up on that. Far as I am concerned, 
those who do not shun him for the end result of his selfish acts, his criminal acts 
against a child who grew into a woman, broken in spirit, confused and unable to 
reason herself away from him as a predator, only seeing him as her “first”, are as 
stained as he is for what he has done.  Those who blame her and not him, are his 
enablers and I am sure he has many.  

He preyed upon the young in Indian Country and he got away with it. His victims left 
only to blame themselves, end themselves of confusion, anger and torment.  

But, I am sure that if he discusses what ails those in Indian Country, he will point only 
the pursuit of racist sports team names. People will think of him as a righteous man, 
with a big heart, “who loves children”?  

Ostrich Races are designed for men like Tex Hall, Cory Ploem, and for those with 
whom they partner for wealth and power while Indian Country withers and the Nation 
aches for Justice, but are only given ‘entertainment’.  

Justice will heal this Nation and all people within it. Corruption and injustice will only 
make it worse for all of us.  

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 

 

 

 


